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kEASONS 


| Church of England, 


As well as 


DISSENTERS, 
Should make their Addreſs of Thanks to the ny 5 
of 


Majeſty, for Fu late Gracious Declaration 
—_ of Conſcience. 


$1 R, 


HE Declaration of Indulgence was re- 
ceiv'd by us with all imaginable Ex- 
preſſions of Joy and Than is; for 
we are well aſſur'd, that by it Relief is 

ou to the Body of the Nation, which - 
of late Years been expos'd to ſeveral ſorts of Mi- 
ſery : And therefore we cannot but be amaz'd to hear, 
That any of our Clergy ( as you write) have expre(- 
ſed themſelves indecently about his: Majeſties grant- 


ing. it, and reproachfully of the Diſſenters thankful 
recelving It. 


When in the Declaration, ” ob{ery?d his ay 
2 y 
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dom his Rojal Reſolution to_proteft aud maintain the 


and Clergy, and all others of the 


Church of En ,in the free Exerciſe of their Religs- 
on 4s by Law EA's, and in the Quiet and full Fu- 
joyment of all their Poſſe/ſions, without any Moleſt ation or 
Clergy, = whatſoever, we doubted not but that our 
C 


, as in Duty baund, would have made it their : 


Work to poſſeſs the People with the Greatneſs and 
Tranſcendency of His Majefty's Grace towards them, 
and of the _— of their rendring to his Majeſty 
their humbleſt and moſt hearty Thanks ; for it might 
be reaſonably cxpeRted, that as Edvard 'VI. ang Queen 
Elizabeth, on their aſcending the Throne, did immedi- 


ately ſuſpend the Execution of thoſe Penal Laws that. 


were = Men of their own Religion, and made 
all the haſte they could to Eſtabliſh the Church of 


England : So His preſent Majeſty might nor only give. 


an Indulgence to the Roman Catholic, but with the 
{ame ſpeed make that Religion the eſtabliſh'd Reli- 
gion_of the Nation. | 


- But-the: Kir p as many of. His Royal. Predeceſſors 
of tli& fore Commpnion 'with him, being greatly 
concern'd for the Welfare of all his People, is refoly 
to: db his utmoſt that they may live at Eaſe and Quier 


under Him. -And having the Advantage of making 
his-Reflefions on-the Condut of the Four kaſt Reigns, 
he finds no means more. likely to obtain this End, 


than an entire Liberty of Cn. And altho our 
Clergy are fo difturb'd ar the Thoughts of the Diſ- 
ſenters Eaſe, yet, if they would impartially conſider 


it, they muſt needs ſee, that the King in giving Li- 


berty to all, proceeds on the o#/y Principle, by hg = 


ſty in the Firſt place, to publiſh to the whole opp. 
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he can! give it Se a edt Ma- 
jeftics 'benfe and Opinion, -Thitt Comſcrencs dug h 

- bt conſtrain d, *wv" People" fored« keep 3 eh 
Religion, His Majeſty muſt neceſſarily Judge ir His 
Duty to Almighty' God to endeavour an Eſtabliſh: 
ment of the Roman Catholic Religion, to the Subver- 
fiox of the Church of Exglard. 'To this Principle 
then, vis. That Conſcience ought not to be conftrein'd, ate 
the Church of Exzglex4 owing for this Prote&ion His 
Majeſty is ny to give *em, and this Principle is 
of fuch a kind, as exrends it ſelf to every Manof Con« 
ſcience throughout the Kingdom : So that the' Mat- 
ter will at laſt iſſue here, The Clergy muſt Thank His 
Majeſty for His Granting to all His Subjefts Liberty 
of Conſcience, or, by their not- doing it, plainly intt- 
mate, ThatConſcience ought to be conftrain'd, and 
conſequently, that it's the King's Duty to alter His 
Reſolution of ProteCting the Church of Exglend, which 
in His Majeſties Opinion is- almoſt, if not altogether 
ſo Heretical, as the Fanaticks are: pTrs AM 


" Beſides ,-it may not be amiſs to dbſerve, that the 
Church of Erglexd her ſelf dares not diſſent from His 
Majeſty touching Liberty of Conſcience : For as King - 
James, and Sir Edwerd Coke, affirm, the Papifts were 
never puniſh'd for their Religion ; nor, as others ſay, 
have the Fanaticks, ſince 1662. ſuffered for their Con-- 


> 
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vill Goverament, no Man ought to ſuffer for his Reli- 
i And Experience aflures us, that it's not | Li- 
, but Refrazwts laid on Conſcience, that has been 
moſt prejudicial to the Nation and its Goverament. 
And it-we do compare the Reigas of thoſe Princes that 
have been on. the: Throne ſince the Diſſenters' have 
been numerous, with the Reigns of thoſe that have 
been long before, we.may ſee Reaſons ſtrong 

to conclude, that the- indulging Diſfenters trom the 
eſtabliſh'd Hierarchy, 'is become an effeCtual Mean to 
keep the Mitre in SubjeQtion to the Crown. It's well 
known, that anciently the Intereſt of Six and Twenty 
Biſhops in this Nation was ſo very great, that they 
were a Terror unto Kings. The Bartxs were not then 
ſo Potent,, but the Biſhops made as great a Fi- 
gure ; and as the Barons then having many Tenants, 
who all. {wore Homage to their Lords, did oft raiſe 
ſturdy Rebellions ; in hike. manner ſo-the Biſhops, to 
whom all the Inferiour Clergy ſwore Obedience, Bur. 
7tis the Alteration made on the Baronies that hath 
put an end to Baron-Wars ; and ſeeing no Alterati- 
on. hath been'yet made on the Hierarchy , what, un- 
teſs a great Fart of the Clergy (now call'd Noncon- 
formiſts.) had withdrawn their Obedience from the 


' Biſhops, thereby making it the Intereſt of the Biſhops 


to Submit unto their Prince, as well as by 'weakning 
'em , put.*em out of a Capacity. of Reſiſting, what 
elſe has put a check to Prelatic  Inſoplence ?- For the 
conf e Clergy are as much oblig'd .zoy to ſwear 
Obedience to their Biſhops, as heretofore-; and. had 
there not been Difſenters from the Eftabliſh'd Hierar- 


chy, Six and Fwoney Biſhops, by the Help of their In- 


feriour Clergy, andthe Aid of their Attendants and 0- 
ther Adhereats, might have beea as able, and nodoubs 
0 -. : | | | as 
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9 Inſult over their Prince. | 


. "And why muft the Fanatick, of all Men in the 
World, be my of that Ingratitude that's worſe 
than Brutiſm ! not the King, by His ence, 
brought 'ema out of a- Fiery Furnace , and made em 
Partakers of the Comforts of ſitting down under their 
own Vines ? Let's but conſider the Uſage they have 
had from the Church of Exg/and fince Sixty Two, and 
ſe whether they have not reaſon to rejoice and be 
thankful for what the King has done for them. 


You cannot but remember, that when we return' 
with His late Majeſty, how ſevere ſome of the Clergy 
were againſt the Fanaticks, aſſuring us, that they were 
but few, and theſe very illiterate, inconſiderable, and 
obſtinate ; though ſince we find *em to be Menof ſome 
Senſe, Moderation, and Candor, and, in good earneſt, 
the Trading oe of the Nation, However, we' being 

els*'d with an Idea of their being unworthy of the 

| Favor of the Government, the Terms of their 
Communion with our Church were made ſo very - 
ftri&, that ſuchas would at firſt have ſubmitted unto 
moſt of our Ceremonies, and to our Biſhops too, as 
the King's Minifters, were neceſſitated to become Non« 
conformiſts, for not ſubſcribing Aﬀent' and'Conſent to! 
the Divine Right of —_— ; a thing our Nobi- 
lity and Gentry never lik'd : And becauſe they could* 
not abſolve thoſe, who voluntarily took' the Covenant, 
and ſtill think cheinſelves oblig't: io Conſcience by it,” 
from the-Obligation of that Oath, 'whick no'dvabe was. 
enjoyn'd the ,not ſd tmuch to ſecure our Church, 
as to. make. Fanaticks ; for, twasexaQed but for Twen- 
ty 


— 
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ty Years, and our Church, ever fince that time expir'd, 
Wd cloak ible | or eg 


And whereas theſe Nonconforming Miniſters, either 
becauſe they. judged themielves conſecrated, to: har 
Holy Fun&ign, or becauſe they: beiig\depriv'd of all 
their Promotions, hed.ao ather way tw preferve their 
Families from perilſhing, continued to preack's an AQ 
was made againſt their Conventicling, in which that 
Sanz2uinary Law of the Thirty Fifth of Eliz. was decla. 
red to. be iti farce againſt them, and on the Third Con- 
vidion for Preaching at a Conventicle, they were to 
be baniſh'd: And by the Oxford-AR theſe Miniſters 
were aQtually baniſh'd from all Cities and Towns 
Corporate ; ay, and from the Houſes of their Friends 
or Relations, as well as their own Families, if convi- 
fed for Preaching in either of thoſe Places, and could 
not take that Teft, which ſince has been caſt out of 
the Houſe of Lords, when brought in with a Des 
of being more univerſally impos'd. Beſides, 

22 Car. 3. by which one [Man ſuffers for another 
EFxult, according. unto which, Men have been convi- 
Qed, diſſeis'd of their Property, and impoveriſh'd 
without a Jury, or their being call'd forth to! ſpeak for 
themſelves. 4 or, on theſe clandeftine -ConviQtions, 
Warrants have been granted -out-ter. Six, Eight, Ten, 
or Fourteen: Conyenticles at a time; :{0 that many, 
before they could in: the leaſt imagin, thar'!they lay 
expos'd to the Penalty of the'Law, have had their: 


Houſes broken open by the Informers, Conftables, and: 


other Officers, who, . like ſo mary xs, have for: 


a long time. kept the Poſſeſſion, pluxdring and Real. 
gh well as-diftreining cheir Goodss Arid what” 
was taken under -colour of Law, .theugh-of guar 
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value thas the Fine amounted to, yet-ao' return-hay 
been made of the Overplus, nor were any by the Sta- 
tute required to do it. 'And after the Clergy had by 
their many. Pulpit-InveQtives inſtigated the Inferior 
Magiſtrate:to Severity, this Statute is judg'd too mild, 
-< the' Meetings of the Fanaticks, when only for a 
Civil Viſit, are by an I»»uenado made to be with an in- 
tention to worſhip God, and that Jatention interpre- 
ted to be an unlawful Att at Common Law, and ad- 
judg*d tobe a Rout or Riot, which has been contrary 
to what the Learned in the Laws have with much 


boldneſs affirm'd, who ſay, That to worſhip God, is 


no Fault at Common Law ; it is but malam prohibitum, 
and therefore cannot be made Routs or Riots. . But 
this is not the whole of theſe Mens Miſery ; for ſo 
common were the manifeſt Perjuries of Informers, and 
ſo great the Reputation given em, . that when the Dil- 
ſenters' have been in a Journey from home, they have 
been convitted for being at Routs or Riots ſeveral Miles 
diſtant. To all which-le;'s add the many Defolations 
that have proceeded: from the proſecuting 'em on the 
23 Eliz. under the Laſb of which, as many' worthy 
Lawyers declar*d, they fell not, and (what muſt not 
eſcape our Obſervation) when. ſeveral great Lawyers 
were prepar'd to argue on the Diſſenters behalf, they 
were denied it, becauſe one of the Juſtices then '0n 
the _ told *em, That' he had ſeen an' old 
Queen Ez :6eth's Proekamation that had fully decided 
the Caſe, and ſo without an Hearing were over-ruld, 
\ad tho by this Law they wete condemn'd to,no lef 
ſhan 20 4. per Menſem for not coming to. the Commons 
'rayer, this was too little ; the Doors Commons Gen» 
4emen therefore muſt have an Hand too in this Matter, 
exceeding all Bounds, have been the Ruine of 
B many 
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many "Families. '''But theſs Methods not: riddingi'the 
Land of *em, the 35 of Eliz. which iſſues either in 
the Death or Baniſhment of all thoſe: who. were: con- 
vited ſor being at a Conventicle thax Month. in. which 
they went not to: Church,” (notwithſtanding the greac 
Doubts that-many have/of-its being in. force): is put 
afreſh into Execution, and on # many are Indicted, 
and ſome Baniſhed, | - 


' Time would fail-us to tell you of the many caſt 
into Newgate in the Viſitaticn-time, when the Contagr- 
on was within thoſe Walls ; that there periſhed ; of | 
the -ſeveral Hundreds ,- that in this and ſeveral others 
Gaols, have ſince miſerably ended their Days ; as alſo 
to acquaint you with the Endeavors that our Clergy 
have uſed to encreaſe their Bonds; and when ſome 1n 
Parliament were diſpoſed to favour 'em, what Me- 
thods were taken to hinder a Bilt of Comprehicalion 
and Indulg«nce. To write an Hiftory of the Prati- 
ces of ſome of our Zealots, the fair Promiſes they 
made to enſnare- the Presbyterian Parliament-men to 
a Compliance-with them, mm oppofing His late : Maje- 
Ry*s Gracious Indulgence, and their forſaking 'em as 
foon as the Declaration was recall'd, the Crafts us'd 
to cajo'e the poor Fanatick the laſt Parliament that was 
at Weſtminſter in the late King's Reign, by thoſe -who 
in the Houſe, would ſpeak as if- their very Souls were : 
for the Relief of Tender Conſctences, but-yet would 
Boat it over to Lambeth to conſult how to ſpoil all : 
Even Shaftsbury himſelf was ſuch an Enemy to the 
Difſenters, that when: he was defired -by a'Gentleman 
of that Parliament, and from whom I had it, not to 

pone the Bill of. Comprehenſion and Indulgence 

thas of Excluſion, his Reply was, Lee the Fanatick 


alone, 


E221 - 
ahbne; what need we concern our felves {6 mart for them f 
| For if we firſt indulge them, they} moſt undoubtedly 
relinquiſh us, ' and we ſhall hear n&more of their be- 
iog for the Secluding Bill. : To: write a full, Hiſtory of 
all this, would require more Paper than is now allot- 
ted us; and ſeeing theſe Hints are enough to ſhew the 
Miſery the Fanatick has been: expos'd. unto, we may 
with the leſs regret wave it, and immediately draw 
to this Concluſion, That £4 Deliverance from all theſe 
Miſeries deferves the greateſt Thanks, What leſs can 
the Diſſenters do? In a word, if they accept of His 
Majeſty's Grace, are they not worſe than Brurtes if they 
preſent not their Addreſs of Thanks? And, un'els 
they accept of His Majeſty's Grace, they mult reſolve 
to b fond of Miſery. They muſt not only ſubmit 
to Church of Exel-zd Severity, 'but muſt ſcorn and 
deſpiſe all offer'd Relief, and be wheedled by one 
part of the Church of Exgland into the Sin of Un- 
thankfulneſs, that the other part may have juſt cauſe 
of Complaint againſt them to His Majeſty ; that, if 
poſſbly, while in this Life, they may put themſelves. 
out of all hopes of Eaſe. Have they not ſufficiently 
felt, in His late Majeſty*s Reign, what tis to cejolh 
Royal Grace, that they muſt make a freſh Experiment 
of 1t once. more ? It not, why trouble you them with 
the noiſe of the Lew, the Law ? Muſt they all be good 
Lawyers, before they can be good Chriſtians, or good 
Men ? Some of *em remember, that within a few 
Years , ſome Noble Lords, no. Friends. to Arbitrary: 
Government, were for petitioning the King to Suſpend 
Penal Laws, rather than: Repeal *em.3 and, they have 
met with a Vote of a late Parliament, That the Penal. 
Laws ought not to- be put ih Execution againſt Diſ- 
ſenters ; and, for ought they know, on very goods 
Reaſons- 


” 
- 
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Reaſons of State: And , if they muſt- be: Sopendad,” 
who' muſt do it, the King, or & Juſtice. 0 7 
Think on theſe things, an "conſider them well, and 
we doubt not but you'll be of our Mind. , 


Pa 


